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much lessened for want of my presence there ; but what discomposed me was, that Lord Montgomery's company, then at York, was ordered to march for Hull, so that if I came not speedily his lordship should be forced to give up the keys of the city to my Lord Mayor. I immediately went for York, where I received the keys, and the company marched. I represented to the King the inconvenience of their wanting one company of foot at the least in this garrison; and if it could not be spared, desired orders what to do with the keys. As to the first his Majesty answered, he had recalled the company upon mature deliberation ; and as to the second, I might dispose of them as I pleased.
I desired my Lord Mayor to call a hall—viz., the aldermen and the common council arid the twenty-four— that I might say something to them. A hall was called on the first of October, but the Lord Mayor—a great enemy to my election—not having patience to stay till I came, dismissed the assembly almost as soon as it met. He feared that what I had to say might make too many converts for my election. A day or two after comes clown a, proclamation, setting forth a certain intention of the Prince of Orange to invade this nation, assisted by the States-general, with a great fleet and a strong army, commanding all lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, and other his majesty's officers, to be in readiness for the defence of the King and kingdom. At this time my Lord Thomas Howard was lord-lieutenant of the West Biding— a papist, who was gone ambassador to Borne, and he had left but three deputy-lieutenants behind him, two of whom were Bornan Catholics, and but two of them in the country. There were at the same time most of the gentry of Yorkshire in that city, come upon expectation to meet writs for the choice of Parliament men. I therefore pressed the high sheriff, one Mr. Bokeby, to give notice to some gentlemen, and I convened others to meet the